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November 2016 

 

Last month’s newsletter re-
ported on the finding of the 
Asian hornet in Gloucestershire.  
Following the successful de-
struction of the nest the situa-
tion has been contained and no 
further sightings of live Asian 
hornets have been reported in 
the area.   

However, a sighting has been 
confirmed in the Mendip Hills 
and as with the first incident 
work to find and destroy any 
nests is underway. 

All members are advised to remain 
vigilant and check their colonies 
regularly for signs of hawking by the 
Asian hornet in the front of hives.  
Traps should be set and checked 
regularly.  Full details of what to use 
in traps can be found on the NBU 
website: www.nationalbeeunit.com/
public/News/news.cfm#178 
 

 

Any sightings must be reported to the National Bee Unit without delay.  

 
Asian Hornet in Somerset 

Coloration on the abdomens of the 
Asian hornet (right) and European 

hornet. 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/public/News/news.cfm#178
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/public/News/news.cfm#178
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Des Res for Honeybees 

 

Are you looking for a new home for your bees?  Or maybe you are considering 
expanding the number of colonies.  If so a farmer near Thakeham is offering to 
house bees on his property which extends to 400 acres in the West Sussex 
countryside.   
 
Thakeham is an historic rural parish north of the South Downs and the farm has 
livestock and arable crops.  There are also two areas of woodland.     
 
If you are interested please contact me in the first instance. 
 

Graham 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
 

 

 

Himalayan Balsam is often called Policeman’s Helmet because of the shape of its 
flower.  Originally introduced as a garden plant from the Himalayas, it escaped and is 
now naturalised throughout the country, usually growing in damp places such as the 
edges of rivers and lakes and in damp ditches and meadows.  It is our tallest wild an-
nual plant, growing up to 2.5m high and often forms dense thickets.  
 
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 specifically prohibits its planting in the wild as 
it is very invasive, competing strongly with native plants and disturbing the natural 
ecology of the banks of rivers and lakes.  Once it dies down later in the year, having 
out-competed other plants, it leaves the river banks bare and more liable to erosion.  Although it is a shal-
low-rooted annual it is quite difficult to eradicate, partly due to its explosive fruits which each contain 
many seeds.  They can travel up to 4m from the parent plant and get carried away by the currents in riv-
ers and streams to start new patches downstream.  It must be controlled before it flowers, by cutting or 
pulling and it still takes three or four years to clear a patch.  
 
Despite all these problems it is a brilliant  bee plant.  The flowers may be various shades of pink or white, 
come out between early July and September and secrete large amounts of nectar.  This is found in a nar-
row spur at the base of the   flower.  The bee crawls right inside the flower and the spur is short enough 
for the bee’s tongue to reach right inside.  In the process the bee’s thorax becomes coated with whitish 
pollen from the anthers at the top of the flower and it arrives home with this tell-tale sign.  A honey crop 
can be obtained, producing apparently a light honey with a pleasant but not strong flavour. (I have no 
personal experience of this.)  As it is such a late flowerer it is particularly valuable in boosting winter 
stores of both honey and pollen but it can interfere with Varroa treatments.  
 
 
Text courtesy of Celia F Davis, ‘Warwickshire Beekeeper’ via ebees 

Himalayan Balsam - Impatiens glandulifera 

mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk


Around the Divisions 
 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan 
to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Details from Melvyn Essen: chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk or website: www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 8th November - ’Question Time’.   Fishbourne Cen-

tre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne, Chichester, PO18 8BE at 7:30pm.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Details from: secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 26th November - ‘End of Season Supper’.  Wisborough Green Village Hall from 7pm. 

Further details from Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 10th November  - ‘AGM and Social’.  Ferring Village Hall, Ferring Street, Ferring, BN12 5JP  

at 7:30pm. 
Further details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the Division’s website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

 

 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 5th November - Hampshire BKA Annual Convention.  Full details on the Association’s web-

site: http://hampshirebeekeepers.org.uk/index.php/advanced-stuff/hba-autumn-convention 

Thursday 10th November - Meridian Beekeepers’ Association will be hosting a talk by Ron Hoskins at 

7.15pm at Market Hall, High Street, Botley near Southampton SO30 2EA.  Details in the September News-
letter. 

Friday 18th November - Sunday 20th November - Central Association of Bee-keepers 

Autumn Conference at Woodside Hotel, Kenilworth, CV8 2AL.  Seven lectures spread at a lei-
surely pace from Friday evening to Sunday lunchtime.  CABK Annual Dinner on the Saturday 
evening.  For full details and a Booking Form visit the website: 
www.cabk.org.uk/events/autumn-conference/ or contact pamhunter@burnthouse.org.uk or 

chapplejak@btinternet.com. 

 

Saturday 26th November - Sussex (East) BKA Annual Convention.  See article in last month’s County 

News. 
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‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 

mailto:chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk
http://www.centralsussexbka.org.uk
mailto:secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
http://www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk
mailto:sj.elliott@ukgateway.net
http://www.wgbka.org.uk
mailto:philange5180@btinternet.com
http://www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk
http://hampshirebeekeepers.org.uk/index.php/advanced-stuff/hba-autumn-convention
http://www.cabk.org.uk/events/autumn-conference/
mailto:pamhunter@burnthouse.org.uk
mailto:chapplejak@btinternet.com


BIBBA Conference 20-22 September  
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This year the Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association held 
its annual conference in the Isle of Man.  Some 180 beekeepers 
from all over the world met up for three days of lectures and good 
company at the Villa Marina, Douglas.  Two ‘streams’ of lectures 
ran concurrently giving delegates the opportunity to ‘mix and 
match’ speakers and subject matter.  There were topics 
dear to the heart of the black bee aficionados running 
alongside lectures suited to mainstream beekeepers with a 
thirst for knowledge too, but a more general interest in the 
craft.   
 
The Principal Guest Speaker for four of the presentations was  Randy Oliver whose website 
www.scientificbeekeeping.com is a ‘must visit’ for anyone seeking facts, as opposed to ‘inherited wis-
dom’, about all things beekeeping.  Randy holds BSc & MSc degrees in Biological Sciences, has 40 years of 
practical beekeeping experience and currently manages about 1000 colonies for migratory pollination 
whilst producing queens, nucs and honey for sale.  He is convinced that bees bred for conditions extant 
locally more than repay the work involved and, controversially given the host organisation, he is satisfied 
with the genetic diversity of his own bees by virtue of the wide variations in the colouration of his 
queens!   
 
As early as 1989, the Isle of Man banned the import of bees and used equipment and the island is certi-
fied free of Varroa and the foul broods.  The native bees are productive, frugal and winter well; they have 
an abundance of gorse, heather and fuchsia from which to gather nectar and pollen.  The Isle of Man has 
recently been awarded Biosphere Reserve Status by UNESCO ‘a special place for people and nature,’ 
something I would heartily endorse given a delightful visit to the island and this conference in my motor 
home with Jesse my Border Collie. 
 
Text courtesy of Douglas Nethercleft, ‘Warwickshire Beekeeper’ via ebees 

If fake and contaminated honey wasn’t enough to contend with, a 
new threat has come along to haunt us.  Foundation wax made using 
paraffin wax, stearin and colourants is on the market and is mainly 
being sold online through auction sites and the like.    
 
What is wrong with using it?  Unfortunately some of the ingredients 
are toxic to the younger larvae.  The queen will apparently keep on 
laying and laying.  The eggs will hatch, but most of the larvae suc-
cumb, leading to a ‘pepperpot’ brood pattern.  

 
So beware! This ‘fake’ foundation tends to be more yellow in colour than natural beeswax foundation, 
and the stearin variety is much more pliable than beeswax.  
 
Text courtesy of Somerton & District BKA via ebees 

Toxic Foundation! 

http://www.scientificbeekeeping.com


Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News 

 
It is the time of year when some of us start to think about insulating our hives for 
winter. The arguments are of course not new and the Rev. LL Langstroth had this to 
say on winter protection a century and a half ago:  We are now prepared to discuss the 
question of protection in its relations to the construction of hives.  We have seen how it is 
furnished to the bees in the Polish hives, and in the decayed hollows of trees.  If the Apiarian 
chooses, he can imitate this plan by constructing his hives of very thick plank: but such hives 
would be clumsy, and with us, expensive.  Or he may much more effectually reach the same 
end, by making his hives double, so as to enclose an air space all around, which in winter 
may be filled with charcoal, plaster of Paris, straw, or any good non-conductor, to enable the 
bees to preserve with the least waste, their animal heat.   
 

He further states:  I must notice another exceedingly injurious effect of insufficient protection, in causing the mois-
ture to settle upon the cold top and sides of the interior of the hive, from whence it drips upon the bees.  In this way, 
many of their number are chilled and destroyed, and often the whole colony is infected with dysentery.  Not infre-
quently, large portions of the comb are covered with mould, and the whole hive is rendered very offensive.  This 
dampness which causes what may be called a rot among the bees is one of the worst enemies with which the Apiar-
ian in a cold climate, has to contend, as it weakens or destroys many of his best colonies.  No extreme of cold ever 
experienced in latitudes where bees flourish, can destroy a strong colony well supplied with honey, except indirectly, 
by confining them to empty combs.  They will survive our coldest winters, in thin hives raised on blocks to give a 
freer admission of air, or even in suspended hives, without any bottom-board at all.  Indeed, in cold weather, a very 
free admission of air is necessary in such hives, to prevent the otherwise ruinous effects of frozen moisture; and 
hence the common remark that bees require as much or more air in winter than in summer.  
 

Langstroth was not only well aware of the problems of condensation in bee-
hives, but also advocated double walled hives which could be filled with in-
sulation, an idea taken up by William Broughton Carr some years later.  Tony 
Harris writing on insulation in the recent BBKA News, advocates a bit of insu-
lation over the crownboard, which sounds a sort of safe half-way house kind 
of approach and is what I have been doing for a number of years.  I think this 
is about all users of single wall wooden hives can do unless they want to go 
to the expense of a Bee Cosy.  I note one these would set you back £65 and 
they are actually sold out, so a lot of people are convinced of the need to 
protect their hives.  There are now a range of polystyrene hives available which offer far better levels of 
insulation than wooden hives but are still not up to the standard of a hollow tree according to Derek 
Mitchell.  
 
Bees are however highly adaptable in terms of where they will live.  The traditional hollow tree is a well 
insulated structure and while many bees choose such desirable eco-homes, bees will occupy almost any 
suitably sized cavity, some with even less insulation than a wooden National, such as plastic compost bins.  
Clearly scout bees do not consult the EPC when they are seeking their new home.   A colony of honey 
bees is endothermic, which means they can control their temperature and deploy both heating through 
vibrating their flight muscles and insulation by using their bodies and interlocking wings to form an insu-
lating shell round the outside of a cluster.  Charles Owens in 1971 published an extensive data set on tem-
perature and distribution of bees in winter clusters.  He made over a million thermocouple readings in 
hives which given the technology of the day was no mean feat.  Each brood box contained 192 thermo-
couples distributed across the frames as 12 rows with 32 in each row.  This allowed a reading every half 
inch in the space between two middle frames.  The result was a detailed representation of the tempera-
ture profile in a cross section of a Langstroth brood box.   
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www.beecosy.com 



The study ran for 5 years in insulated and uninsulated hives, with and without top entrances as well as 
heated hives since this was Wisconsin USA, where temperatures can go down to -20°F (-28°C).  He killed 
some of the colonies to confirm the actual distribution of bees and brood in relation to the temperature. 
Inside the hive he found that the 44°F (7°C) isotherm represented the outside of the cluster and 92°F (33°
C) the outside of the brood area.  The latter increased to 94°F (34.5°C), towards the centre of the brood 
area.  Thus he could ‘see’ where the cluster was and its extent without disturbing the bees.   
 
So what were his conclusions?  Firstly the bees, which were started in the middle of 3 brood boxes in the 
fall (autumn), move up to near the top of the top most box by January, with a small patch of brood ap-
pearing in March.  The cluster does not stay in one place, but moves around to fresh food stores and on 
milder sunny days the cluster moves to the sunny side.  His conclusions for insulated colonies were that 
they maintained a looser cluster for the same outside temperature but that brood rearing only started a 
few days before uninsulated colonies and that the latter quickly caught up.  Opening a top entrance, the 
equivalent of leaving a feed hole open for extra ventilation, caused the cluster to move away from the top 
entrance.  Closing it resulted in the cluster moving back up.  Basically what his work shows is that the clus-
ter of bees moves around to find food and to seek the warmest part of the hive.  He did not note any ap-
preciable difference between insulated and uninsulated hives in terms of survival under conditions that 
are far more severe than in the UK.  
 
The biggest problem for the bees was not the cold but running out of food.  I think this supports what 
many beekeepers feel that it probably doesn’t matter whether hives are insulated or not.  If they are 
colder, the bees will just cluster more tightly to conserve heat or consume more stores to raise tempera-
ture.  So are there advantages to insulation other than making the bees more comfortable?  The UK is dif-
ferent in that we have a prolonged start to spring rather than the abrupt change in Wisconsin.  Their air is 
dry in winter as moisture is frozen out, while ours is invariably damp.  Our winter temperatures are gener-
ally such that with only a little insulation, clusters will stay loose and bees more mobile right through win-
ter, except in the coldest weather.  Putting insulation over the crownboard as many do, reduces conden-
sation above the bees and in such colonies the bees are to be found immediately below the crownboard.  
 
We can make it more comfortable for the bees but do they winter better?  Tony Harris in his article, 
states that both Brother Adam and ROB Manley trialled insulated hives and found the bees did not fare as 
well, however we do not have any details of what they actually did and modern insulating materials used 
in conjunction with open mesh floors may give completely different results.  Certainly those who use poly 
hives claim good survival, less food used and earlier brood.  Smaller colonies will also definitely do better 
in insulated hives and can easily be reared through to spring in 6-frame poly nucs.   
 
The physics of insulation is clear on heat losses and condensation, what is not clear is the biology in re-
sponse to insulation.  Do the winter bees need a period of cold to help them conserve their strength 
through to spring when a colony is at its lowest ebb?  I don’t think there are easy answers nor have I been 
able to unearth any research on the subject, only opinions.   
 
The other question I am not sure of is, does insulation affect Varroa?  Studies have shown that the devel-
oping mites do not survive as well at higher temperature and humidity, but thrive at slightly lower tem-
peratures and humidity.  Uninsulated hives will have areas of brood that are a little cooler and have lower 
humidity, so that might explain why we usually see a surge in mites in autumn as temperatures drop.  It 
merits a wider study in full colonies next year, which means keeping insulation on or putting it on much, 
much earlier.  
 

Jim 
 

chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
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Please remember to spent a few minutes completing the Queen Survey.  This 
will be the third year we have now run this survey looking at queen problems 
in our area, such as: 

 Young queens failing early 

 Supersedure of young queens 

 Queens just ‘disappearing’ 
Please see:  www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html  
for further explanation. 
 

We are using the same questionnaire for 2016 but it can be used for any earlier year if you have records 
you can transcribe.  Your answers will help us determine the extent of the problem and how it changes 
from year to year.  If you had no problem, we would still like to hear from you. 
 

The survey form is available on the  website: www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html or 
in last month’s newsletter. 

We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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The December Newsletter will be published slightly later next month.  It should be available on or shortly 
after 16th December. 

... and finally 

December County Newsletter 

Queen Survey 2016 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html
http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk
mailto:secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk

